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The Nature of Men made furious is like Brutes, who contend not for Viétory over their 


Enemies, but to deftroy them. 


The Oppofers of the Mercator an/wer not 


to good Manners or Reafon. 


© . oy ‘ Fr geo Sa « 4 
No Particular Authors of the Mercator. Every publick Paper quoted in it, isi fo 


ar the Author. 
The Peopleywho would know the Name of 


hing, but give the Lye without any re/peét 


the Author of the Mercator, are afraid or 
afbam’d to let the World know. their own Names. 
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T is profitably obferved in the courfe of Nature, 
that almoft every Creature exerts its Paffions ina 
different manner, according to the Nature and 
Principles from which it aéts. | 

This explains it felf more efpecially in their 
differing manner of Fighting ; the Cock, the Horfe, the 
Bull, the Maftiff, which are generous Creatures, and 
fight rather for Victory than tor Prey; they fight rather 
with a well-manag’d Courage, and with fomething like 
Temper and Prefence of Mind: But the ravenous Crea- 
ture ass another part ; he fights meerly to devour, and 
falls upon his Enemy as his Food, to tear it to pieces 
and devour it. 

If it be the Fate of a Man to be engag’d with a wild 
Beaft, fuppofe a Wolf or a Tyger, the Man, tho’ it’s 
true he fights for his Life, yet he will fight hke a Man, 
he makes ufe of his Skill,as well as his Strength, and 
directs both by his Reafon; bur the Beaft ads like him- 
felf, with meer Rage of Appetite and Fury. 

In like manner, their Ends differ: the Man fights by 
Neceffity and meerly to defend himfelf; and if the Beaft 
draws off, he lets him go; he neither feeks him before 
the Fight, nor purfues him after; he is content with his 
Vidtory, and efteems it not worth while to kill the 
Creature. 

But the Beaft fights with a differing End as well as 
Principle ; Blood and Prey are its Nature and Delight: 
and as he purfves Mifchicf naturally, fo he does it with 
all manner of Brutality, unprovoked and unbounded ; 
knows no Rule or Meafure, nor is to be taken off by 
any thing but meer Force. 

Ic is very unhappy, that the MERCATOR and its 
Adverfaries fhould affift in the iluftrating this Obferva- 
tion. But fuch is the want of Temper at this time in 
thofe People,who oppofe the Treaty of Commerce with 
France, that it feems they are not to be dealt with by 
Reafon, or by patient debating the Points,in which they 
are miftaken. 

To return the like Dealing to them, would be to give 
more weight to their Words,than the Indecency of them 
deferves ; yet it is neceffary to defend our felves swhen 
attack’d, whether it be by a wild Beaft, or a Man, or 
any other Creature; in which neceflary Defence there 
will be as much difference in the manner, as there is 
naturally in rhe manne of a Fight between a Man and 
a wild Beaft, as above. The Dhifference appears thus: 
‘Shey are treated here with Calmnefs, and they return 
Rudenefs ; they give the LYE to this Paper, a thing 
not ufual ‘among Men of Manners; but being coolly 
invited to fhew, wherein the Falfhood confifis, and to 
detet the MERCATOR of LYING, they reply in 


the grofs, juft as before, Zt all Lyes : Nay one Author, 


who juft now appears in Print, has fo little Govern- 
ment of his Temper, as that by way of defcending to 
Particulars, and anfwering the MERCATOR, he 
tells his Readers. if fuch are to be found, who can beat 
to read fuch Raillery, that there is not one Line in the 
MERCATOR, but what is full of LYES. This is 
what, through the Iniquity of the Times, we are oblig'd 






















to bear: and this is what wlll happen,when Men and 
Brutes fall out: But this ought to be expofed, that 
the Succefs,they may obtain by our Silence,may not feem 
to authorize the Brutifh Pradice. 

This way of dealing with Mankind is to be laugh’d 
at, not difputed with; the People are to be pitied, as 
Men not able to bear the Difappointment of their -Ex- 
pedtations as to Government, and made Lunatick’ by 
the Misfortunes of their Party. 3 

It is a Satisfaction, not eafy to be exprefs’dy to fee 
what good Company the MERCATOR. is, thus 
Treated in; for, as this Paper is rather a Collection of | 
Facts,than a Difputing with particular Perfons or Par- | 
ties, fo the giving the LYE to this Paper is not talk- | 
ing to the Perfons writing or making  publick thefe 
things, but more properly is a giving the LYE td the 
Towns, Corporations, Merchants, and particular Per- 
fons,who in the Memorials here quoted, have long be~ 
fore this Treaty was made, reprefented to the Govern=. 
ment, to the Lords Commiffioners of Trade, &c.:that 
the Trade with France had formerly been beneficial to 
this Kingdom, and if fo and fo regulated, would be fo | 
again. . 
They give the Lye to the Commiffioners of the Cu« 
ftoms, whofe Reports under their Hands, and Copies 
of whofe Books are only tranfcribed into: the AZER- 
CATOR; which Commiflioners: muft be :guilty' of 
making falfe Reports, giving in falfe Copies of their 
Books, and impofing untrue Accounts of things ‘upom 
the Parliament, and upon the whole Kingdonil. »* 

They give the Lye to the moft juft Calculations ‘made! 
by the beft and ableft Hands, andi acknowledged! inthe 
Houfe of Commons.to be right, and this they do, with= 
out fo much as defending to Particulars, ox: telli 
wherein thofe Calculations are’ wroing. 7 AO} 

They give the Lye to the cleareft Demonftratidhs,..and 
to the Lift of Ships Imported into Danikirk, altho’ thof 
Lifts arc attefted by fuch Authorities, as admit of no 
reafonable Difpute; alfo they give the: Lye tothe Ac- 
counts of Woollen Manufa@ures Printed here,):a3- Im- 
ported into France in the proper Years, and to-all.the 
Accounts from abroad or at home, tho’ they: are-all re- 
guiarly proved and attefted likewife. | 

In fhort, they give the Lye to the Parliamént, who, 
altho’ they have thought fit to delay the making th¢ 
faid 8th and 9th Articles Effestual for the prefent,-yet 
never cenfur'd the Treaty, or the Trade with France in 
general, as thefe People do, bat, on the ‘Contrary; 
gave her Majefty the thanks ofothe Houfe for making 
the faid Treaty. DIG 

Their giving the Lye to the Queen their Sovetaign; 
who, in Anfwer to the faid Addrefs, declares the Treaty 
to be advantageous , is omitted hete:’ The Treatment, 
which her Majefly meets with on thefe Occafions, me 
rus the Abhorrence of her faithful Subjeéts, but is not 
the proper Work of this Paper. , 

While they are thus running a-muck -at ail. Man- 
kind, they fuffer their own fallacious SCHEME of 
1674. to be deteSted and proved a compleat piece of 


Fraud 


— —— 
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a: j, withont fpeaking one Word in its Defence,  fiabbing every Man’s Character and Reputation at their - 


e 
“bwighe by ee icating any of its Calculations. leafure, without letting him know, who he Defends 
| og ER ATOR has not done by their faid Fimfelt ‘again m : 7 





os ME, as they have doiné {by him : The Particulars 


“> of theit SCHEME. are Examined, the Defeéts, the 


Frauds, the Dithonefty thereof Evidently proved -and 
Jaid open, -and the ‘ thereof expofed, cleat, Evi- 
dence is brought from the Cuftom:Houfe Books, to 
prove the faid SCHEME is a Forgery ; that the Quan- 
tity of Goods charged there to be Imported from France 
in that Year, were not fo Imported ; that the Quan- 
tity of Woollen Mannfaétures, and other Goods faid 
to be Expoited from England to France in that Year, 
was not a right Account ; that all the Plantation Goods, 
and other Goods Imported from Turkey, Ruflia, Eait- 
India, Africa, the Baltick, &. and Ke-exported to 
France, were wilfully omitted ; that the Valuations on 
either Side, were defignedly and wilfully made Partial, 
being made higher than they ought, on the Side of the 
Goods Imported from Frarice, and lower than. the real 
Value, oft the Side of the Goods Exported to France, 
on purpofe to make the Account appear higher on that 


‘Side, and lower on this, that it might ferve the Cafe, 


for which it was produced. 

‘Not a word of Anfwer have they made to this, but 
have fiffered themfelves to be Expofed to the laft De- 
gree, for bringing fuch a fhamelefs piece of Knavery 
upon the Stage in their behalf ; and yet at the fame 
time, the MERCATOR, which on by all the 
fair and juft Methods, and with an honeft Intention, to 
make every thing which it lays down, appear plain to 
the Reader, and to prove every thing it fays by good 
Authorities, is charged with publifming LIES, not one 


of thofe LIES having yet been Detested by any thing, 


but by bare Affirmation, which is allowed to be an 
Eviderice infufficient to our Law to hang a Dog. 

Inftead. of entring into Anfwers, or detecting any 
Miflakes:in the MERCATOR, they beat the Buth, 
and dance in a Circle to find out,who is the Author, as 
tho’ falling upon the Perfon of any Man, was a fuff- 
cient and fall J Anfwer to the Faéts here laid down; 
whereas Jt would be much more equal for them firit, 
to confute and expofe the Subftance of what is faid, 
and then they might have fome Reafon for enquiring 
into the Names of the Authors. | 

Andtolet the People fee, with what Juftice thefe 
Writers proceed, it may be obferved, thar we have 
two whole Pamphlets Printed, fince this Paper came 
out, the one falling upon one Perfon, and the other 
upon another, pofitively chaagite them both feparately, 
with Writi the ME RCATOR, and treating both 
feparately with the moftunaccountable Scurriliry, and, in 

a manner; unfufferable among Chriftians or Gentlemen. 
~The MERCATOR is very forry,thofe Gentlemen 
fhould be fo ufed, for what is fo well known to come 
from: other Hands; ; y th 
curiofity of thofe farious People with Names, it is 


‘hoped: nothing has been advanced in the MERC A- 


TOR, which fhauld make anyWriter decline his Name. 


to it. "Were thefe.Men mafters of Reafon, they might 
feethe MERCATOR. has as many Authors, as there 
are Authorities, collected together to juftify the Treaty 
of. Commerce; the Towns, Corporations, Trading 
Companies, and fingle Merchants aforefaid, whofe Te- 
ftimonies are added té what is afferted of the Trade to 
France, are all. cAuthors of the MERCATOR, 
The Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, Board of Trade, 
Houfe of Commons, and every Perfon or Body of 
Perfons furnifhing Materials to the opening the Peo- 
es voy and tor preventing their being Impofed upon 
y unfair and difhoneft-Methods: All thefe are Authors 
of the MERCATOR. 
Who they are, who. putting together thefe things, 
became the Servants of the Nation ; as it is of no man- 
ner of ule to-the Publick to make their Names known, 


fo it: is-unjuit to om it at the Summons of a Sett of 


furious» People, wha murther Mens Names, and con- 


ain lite oa & . 


wi 


‘were it material to gratify the’ 


ceal their own, fighting in the Dark themfelves, and 


Let the Authors of thefe fCurrilous Libels, whofe Ta- 
lent is to be furios and foul, and who anfwer Argu- 
ments by raifing Slanders on the Perfons who Difpute 
with them; let them but tell the World: their own 
Names, and who Employs them; whether they live at 
Lyn, Hatton-garden, Soho, or elfewhere, that the MER- 
GATOR may know,who he Engages with, and how 
to Treat Men according to their Quality, the AZ ER- 
CATOR fall then {peak in the firft Perfon to any of 
them, having not the leaft Reafou to difown any thing 
advanced in this Paper, or to be afham’d of having fpo- 
ken fo much feeling Truth as provokes to Indecency 
thofe,wif. it touches, becaufe they are unable to give 
any other Anfwer to it. 

The lat MERCATOR gave the World a 
View of the Biil it fli; they all know the Author“of 
that, viz- Lhe Committee of the Houfe of Commons ; 
When the honeft Manufa@turers fhalk read this Bill, 
how will they hunt over it again and again, and read it 
over and over, to find out the Claufe,which admits our 
WOOLL to be fent over to France Unmanufaétured? 
And how fhould fome People cover their Faces with 
Blufhes, when their poor deceived Neighbours fhall 
come to them, and fay, “ Why, Sir, you told me fo and 
“< fo; you wrote me word I ihould Sign fuch and fuch 
“ an Addrefs againft it, for that if it paffed, all our 
“ Wooll would be fent to France Unwrought, and our 
Clothing-Trade be ruined and undone; and here is 
“© the Copy of the Bill Printedin the MERC ATOR, 
‘© wherein I cannot find any fuch thing. 

All the Replies fuch a Man can he is, to produce 
the Pamphlet lately publifhed, which fays, There is not 
one Line in the MERCATOR but what is full of 
Lyes, or that the Bill is all Lyes, and the MERCATOR 
has not printed.a right Copy of it; all which the 
MERCATOR is very willing to ftand the Teft of. 

The like muft be the Reply to the Lift of Ships en- 
tred at Dunkirk, which they fay already is falfe, has 
nothing in it, is all a Lye, and the like: A way of an- 
{wering ,which may ferve not againft Bellarmine only, 
as was noted in one of thefe Papers, but againft any 
Principle of Religion, or of Argument whatfoever.’ 
And if the MERC AT O R. fhould go about to prove 
there was fuch a Town as Dunkirk in the World, the 
fame Anfwer might moft effectually have Confuted it, 
and put the Perfons affirming the fame to Silence. 

Yet it muft be wonderful, how the Names of fo many 
Ships, the Names of the Mafters,:and the Particulars of 
their Loading, could be obtained, if they had not really 
been Imported there. 

But the Liftistoo well attefted, to be fo eafily rundown 
or Confuted; the Oppofers will not fo eafily give an 
Aecount of what they have with fuch Affurance affirmed, 
(viz.) That the Trade to France is Inconfiderable, of 
little Confequence to us, and not worth our while, &c. 

If 218 Sail of Ships, Loaden with all manner of Pro- 
vifions of the Produé& and Growth of the’ Land to go 
into one Port, only, and within the fhort length of 
Nine Months, is not fufficientto be called. a great 
Trade, fuch People fhould let us know,to what other 
Port in Europe they could have the like Trade for the 
next Nine Months to come. - 

And whereas fome People are very forward to cal- 
culate what may be from what appears, let them take 
but their own Rules, and allow the like Calculation to 
be made to all the other Ports of France in Proportion 
tothis of Dunkirk, they wiuld make our Export to 
France, for that Time, amount to more than ever 
England Imported from France in Nine Months fince 
there was a Trade in Wine and Silks, &c. in that King- 
dom: And yet our Woollen Manufa@ures all to be 
excepted out of the fame. | 
. Thofe People whofe Underftandings will not be Il- 
luminated by fuch Evidences as thefe, will not be con- 
vinced by any Demonftrations wharfoever. 
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